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The Lambeth Conference 


During the summer which is now passing two historic conferences took place in Europe to which 

churchmen gathered from many parts of the world—Lambeth and Amsterdam. This week we report 

on the conference of Anglican Archbishops and Bishops at Lambeth Palace in England under the presi- 
dency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, from July 4 to August 8. 


After an interval of eighteen years the Lambeth Con- 
ference opened its eighth session in Lambeth Palace on 
July 4. Anglican churchmen from very diverse areas met 
in communion and discussion. Included were Eastern 
Orthodox, Old Catholic, and Scandinavian prelates, as 
well as both Chinese and Japanese. The convocation of 
modern churchmen in the early center of Anglicanism, the 
ancient see of Canterbury, founded 1,400 years ago by 
St. Augustine, gave impressive testimony to the com- 
munion’s wide fellowship. 

The sessions were secret. Presumably in order to per- 
mit the greatest frankness in discussion, members were 
instructed to make no comment on Conference action un- 
til ten days after the meeting’s close, when the resolutions 
would be published. They were also prohibited from mak- 
ing public the details of discussion for a period of ten 
years. Unanimity was at a premium. It was felt by some 
persons, especially representatives of the press, that the 
church was missing a great opportunity in failing publicly 
to dramatize the impressive sense of unity which the Con- 
ference engendered. On the other hand, the greater frank- 
ness which was made possible may have had even higher 
value. Clifford P. Morehouse reported in the Living 
Church of August 15 a new feeling “that Anglicanism 
does not need to be on the defensive, as it faces Romanism 
or Protestantism, but that it has a positive, dynamic, and 
unique contribution to make and a special witness to bear 
in contemporary Christendom.” 

The Conference worked hard. Judging by the commit- 
tee reports and the 118 carefully worded resolutions the 
discussions were fruitful and were carried on upon a 
high level. American bishops took an active part. An En- 
cyclical Letter was issued which contained a message “To 
the Faithful in Jesus Christ.” Some excerpts follow, in 
which we have inserted section headings. 


The Bishops’ Message 


“We, Archbishops and Bishops of the Holy Catholic 
Church, three hundred and twenty-nine in number, . . . in 
the year of our Lord 1948, under the presidency of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with whom, as with one 
another, we are in full communion, give you greeting in 
the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ... . 


“Mindful of the sacred commission which we bear in 
the Ministry given by our Lord through His apostles to 
the church, we have devoted ourselves for five weeks, 
with earnest prayer and eucharist, to grave deliberations. 
In the second portion of this letter we review the course 
of our discussions. In this first part, we address a message 
to all our people, and indeed to all who will listen to us, 
asking that it may be read in every place of worship in 
the Anglican communion, to each congregation in its own 
language, on Sunday, October 10, or, if there be any 
place which it has not reached by then, on the first pos- 
sible Sunday thereafter. 

“The church is not something made by men. It is the 
instrument of the living God for the setting-forward of 
His reign on earth. . . . This is an hour of testing and 
peril for the church, no less than for the world. But it 
is the hour of God’s call to the church . . . there are signs 
that the tide of faith is beginning to come in... . 

“... Many of the younger churches of our communion, 
during the last hundred years, have been born in martyr- 
dom, and in our own day this witness unto death has 
been renewed... . 

“Whatever man may do, God is undefeated. God 
reigns. The world belongs to Him, and in it He is work- 
ing out that purpose which He has revealed to us in 
Jesus Christ. He uses imperfect and sinful men to be its 
servants. Christians may not always be better than their 
neighbors, but we serve a better Master. His is the cause 
that has life and hope in it. 

“This life and hope are offered to the world. Only 
when the sovereignty of Christ is owned in our communi- 
ties can they become what God wills them to be. Societies 
that are built on other foundations are built on sand. In 
the world of our time two ways of living, two beliefs 
concerning the meaning of human life, contend with one 
another for man’s soul. The battle is between that faith 
in God and man through Christ, by which man is set free, 
and (against it) the creeds of materialism and the will to 
power, by which he is enslaved. The church is the cham- 
pion of man against all that cheapens and degrades him; 
for the gospel is the charter of man’s dignity. The mis- 
sion of the church, now as always, is to proclaim and live 
out the gospel by which alone men can be saved from sin 
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and judgment, and the world from despair and self- 
destruction. . . . 

“What is wrong with the world is that it has forsaken 
or never known the true God and is defying His moral 
law. We long for peace, but there can be no peace which 
is not founded on justice, and there can be no justice un- 
less men acknowledge the authority of God. Science is 
putting into the hands of men new and incalculable pow- 
er. But this power is turned to disaster and destruction 
when men forget that it is given by God, to be used for 
the fulfillment of His purpose. ... 

“Thus the supreme task of the church today is to win 
the nations of Christendom back to the knowledge of God 
revealed in Jesus Christ as Judge and Saviour, and to 
take the good news to those who have not yet heard it. We 
call on all our people to engage in this campaign and to 
put themselves into training for it. Every man, woman, 
and child has his part to take... . 

“... But far more priests are needed . . . [and] men and 
women for many other forms of whole-time services, and 
therefore a revived sense of vocation throughout the 
length and breadth of the church. There is no place in 
the church for those who will not try to honor the obliga- 
tions of their membership. ... We must put our minds 
to the understanding of our religion, so that we may 
meet men’s doubts and questions with a reasoned faith. 
We must bring the teaching and example of Christ into 
our everyday lives. .. . Nothing that is good in the sight 
of God should be outside the church’s interest. 

“And since Christ’s cause in the world can never be 
fully served by a divided church, we also lay upon you 
the duty to take every opportunity of cooperating with 
Christians of other churches, and to work and pray for 
the reunion of Christendom. 

“Finally, we invite all men and women to join with us 
under Christ’s banner in the war against the evils which 
wreck man’s life and against the false creeds which de- 
base it. In that war there can be no neutrality. . . .” 


The Conference Resolutions 


Following the message as Part II of the Encyclical 
Letter is the text of the resolutions adopted during the 
five-week session. These are too extensive for reproduc- 
tion here and some of the content has particular reference 
to matter of special Anglican interest. What follows, 
therefore, is excerpted from the official summary. 


I. The Christian Doctrine of Man 


“There are many who would say that man’s nature and 
aims can be stated in terms of a purely evolutionary view : 
man is a creature of this world only; and therefore an 
increased knowledge of his environment and a greater 
control of its resources will ensure, gradually ‘but certain- 
ly, the perfection both of his own character and of the 
society of which he is a member. We welcome the great 
expansion of man’s understanding of himself and of the 
world. But knowledge, though meant to be the instrument 
of man’s progress, may be used by him for self-destruc- 

“There are also many who identify man’s happiness 
and welfare with his material possessions. . . . Because 
man is made in the image of God and has within his na- 
ture that which comes from God, he can never be content 
with material possessions, however abundant they may be. 

“Another answer to the question, ‘What is the nature 
and destiny of man?’ is to be found in the claim that he 
should give himself entirely in obedience and service to 


the nation or group of which he is a member. Christians 
must reject this claim. Society exists to serve the needs 
of its members, not to enslave and possess them wholly; 
and when a society treats its members merely as means 
toward the securing of its ends, it becomes a destroyer of 
men’s souls. 


II. The Church and the Modern, World 


“Mankind has only recently escaped conquest by totali- 
tarian states which deified their own power. It now finds 
itself threatened by the new menace of Marxian commu. 
nism which exalts atheism, puts supreme confidence in ma- 
terial progress, and proclaims its gospel with a militant 
enthusiasm which expects to conquer the world. 


Marxian Communism 


“Christians must repudiate this form of communism 
and must condemn the cruelties, injustice, and lying propa- 
ganda which are inherent in it. But they cannot ignore 
certain lessons which are to be learnt from the unquestion- 
able fact that communism has awakened a disciplined 
response in the minds of many, both in the West and in 
the East, who do not necessarily share its atheism or its 
doctrine of man. To them communism appears as a pro- 
test against social injustice. It seems to them to have 
inherited a concern for the depressed and downtrodden 
which is—wherever it is true to its vocation—a glory of 
the church. In a very real sense there is here a judgment 
on church and on society. 


Secularism 


. There are other forms of economic domination, 
characteristic of our Western society, which show some- 
thing of the same ruthlessness, and, whatever their out- 
ward profession, do not in their practice exhibit any clearer 
recognition of moral law. Against all these forms of 
secularism the church must proclaim that man is a being 
created by God and is under His sovereignty, and that, 
apart from God, he can neither master his nature nor find 
his true self. This is God’s world and man’s appointed 
training ground for eternity. Christ alone can deliever 
man from the conflict in his own nature, lift him from 
the bondage of evil, and set his feet upon the way which 
leads to true freedom in God. 


Human Rights 


“God has given man responsibility. To exercise it, he 
must have freedom. The Christian church therefore de- 
mands essential human rights for all, irrespective of race 
or colour. . . . We pledge ourselves to work for the re- 
moval of injustice and oppression, and, in particular, to 
stand by those whose right to religious liberty is threatened. 

“But the church must not insist only on rights. .. . To 
insist only on rights turns them to wrongs, unless the in- 
sistence is matched with the faithful discharge of the 
duties which men owe—to God by uprightness of life, to 
society by honest work, and to each other by bearing one 
another’s burdens. 


War; Control of Atomic Power; United Nations 


“Security and peace have still to be won in the face of 
national selfishnes and the menace of war. The peace of 
the world is threatened by suspicion, fear, and hatred. 
... For Christians even the destruction of civilization can 
never appear as the greatest of evils, since men are the 
heirs of an eternal world, and nothing, not even the atomic 
bomb, can separate them from the love of God. But 
Christians must hate war and everything that makes for 
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it as utterly incompatible with the teaching and exaniple 
of Jesus Christ. God's law requires the nations, severally 
and jointly, to condemn both the claim of a nation to un- 
restricted sovereignty and the doctrine that power is its 
own justification. We call upon all nations collectively 
to control the manufacture and use of atomic power and 
to pledge themselves never to use it for the purposes of 
war. We call upon the nations also, even at the price of 
limiting their own sovereignty, to work together to remove 
the causes of war and to promote human culture and wel- 
fare. We trust therefore that the Christian churches 
will give strong support to the United Nations, so that 
it may become a more effective organ of world cooperation. 
It will fail, however, unless it is upheld by the conviction 
that nations, as well as individuals, are all members of the 
one family, under the one God and Father of all. 


Education; Social Welfare 


“Within each nation the church is being increasingly 
affected by the tendency of the state to take under its 
control educational and welfare work, which, until re- 
cently, was regarded as the special field of Christian ac- 
tivity. The church should welcome the growing concern 
of the state for human welfare, and Christians should co- 
operate in this work wherever they can. By so doing 
they can contribute the specific qualities of the Christian 
spirit. None the less there are great dangers where the 
state is unsympathetic or hostile, and there must be con- 
stant endeavor to resist encroachments by the state which 
endanger human personality. Especially is this true in 
the field of education. ... 


IIT. The Unity of the Church 


“The Anglican communion, as part of the Holy Catholic 
Church, exists to proclaim the everlasting gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to all the world and to be an instrument 
in the hand of God for the fulfillment of His purpose. ... 

“. .. We have been made conscious yet again of the 
hindrance to Christ’s cause which springs from the fact 
that it is a divided church which ministers to a divided 
world. We have heard with great thankfulness that in 
many parts of the world separated churches are making 
new ventures toward unity. 


Church Reunion 


“.. . We feel more and more keenly the rift between 
the different parts of the Anglican communion and the 
Protestant churches; and we have a great desire to find a 
way forward to closer unity with them. In the United 
States, in Canada, in Australia, in the British Isles, there 
are projects and schemes of various kinds, some for or- 
ganic union, some for a mutually recognized ministry. 
In our report we mention certain guiding principles which 
should be borne in mind in all approaches to reunion. \Ve 
bid Godspeed to all those who are doing their utmost in 
different ways to set forward this work. 

“We also keep in mind our strong desire for a closer 
fellowship of episcopal churches. With some we are 
already in partial communion. Full intercommunion has 
been achieved with the Old Catholics since the last Con- 
ference, upon terms which should provide a model for such 
agreements. Each communion recognizes the catholicity 
and independence of the other and maintains its own, 
and while each believes the other to hold all the essentials 
of the Christian faith, neither requires from the other the 
acceptance of all doctrinal opinion, or liturgical practice, 
characteristic of it. 
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The Mission of Anglicanism 

“Here we desire to set before our people a view of what, 
if it be the will of God, may come to pass. As Anglicans 
we believe that God has entrusted to us in our communion 
not only the Catholic faith, but a special service to render 
to the whole church. Reunion of any part of our com- 
munion with other denominations in its own area must 
make the resulting church no longer simply Anglican, but 
something more comprehensive. There would be, in every 
country where there now exist the Anglican Church and 
others separated from it, a united church, Catholic and 
Evangelical, but no longer in the limiting sense of the word 
Anglican. The Anglican communion would be merged 
in a much larger communion of national or regional 
churches, in full communion with one another, united in all 
the terms of what is known as the Lambeth Quadrilateral. 


“Tt is well to keep this vision before us; but we are still 
far from its attainment, and until this larger communion 
begins to take firmer shape, it would be only a weakening 
of the present strength and service of the Anglican com- 
munion if parts of it were severed from it prematurely. If 
we were slow to advance the larger cause, it would be a 
betrayal of what we believe to be our special calling. It 
would be equally a betrayal of our trust before God if the 
Anglican communion were to allow itself to be dispersed 
before its particular work was done. 

“In our resolutions, we recommend that, in further 
schemes for reunion, care should be taken to see that they 
do not, unless for a brief time, put any member of our 
family of churches out of communion with it and that they 
are not put into force unless after consultation with the 
rest of our family. That is a right and wise precaution. 
Yet we look to, and work for, the larger family, and we 
are thankful that in so many parts of the world other 
churches are joined with us in working for it. 


The Ecumenical Movement 


“The Ecumencial Movement is one of the principal 
facts in the Christian life of our times. We cordially 
welcome the formation of the World Council of Churches 
as marking a notable stage in that movement. and we bid 
our people to pray that in and after its first Assembly, 
which follows quickly after our Conference, God will 
guide and direct all its operations. 


The Anglican Heritage 


“Meanwhile it is our duty to make the life and witness 
of our own communion strong and effective for its own 
work. To that end we are bound to preserve our unity in 
the tradition which we have received. Owing to the num- 
ber and variety of the national churches, provinces, and 
missionary dioceses within our fellowship, and the great 
distances which separate them from one another, problems 
arise which call for the application of a wise and sym- 
pathetic strategy. Our organized life will rightly be in- 
fluenced by local color and national culture, and will, in 
consequence, develop varied characteristics. But within 
this diversity it is essential to maintain such a unity of 
faith and order as will preserve its unity of purpose and 
spirit. We find the authoritative expression of that faith 
and order in the Book of Common Prayer, together with 
the Ordinal. This book is the heritage of the whole com- 
munion, and, while revisions of it are made to suit the 
needs of different churches, it provides our accepted pat- 
tern of liturgical order, worship, and doctrine which is to 
be everywhere maintained. .. . 

. The Conference desires the establishment, at St. 
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Augustine’s College, Canterbury, of a central college, 
under a council representative of the whole Anglican com- 
munion, to which priests and others from every part of 
our fellowship may come to study together and to learn 
from one another in an atmosphere of scholarship and 
common life. 

“Another proposal which has been approved is that of 
a congress, to be held between Lambeth Conferences, else- 
where than in the British Isles, and to be attended by rep- 
resentative leaders, clerical and lay, from all parts of the 
Anglican communion. 


IV. Christian Living 

Need for Vocation 

“The church discharges its mission to the world through 
the devotion and work of its members. Its greatest need 
is for an increase in the number of men and women who 
will devote their lives to its service. We believe that 
Christ is calling many who are not aware of His call. 
From many lands the appeal is made for teachers in 
schools and colleges, for scholars to help in the training 
of clergy and catechists, for doctors and nurses. Nor 
does this exhaust the list. There is need for experts in 
agriculture, crafts, and domestic science, and in many of 
the welfare services. .. . Especially is there need for a great 
increase in the ordained ministry of the church, to make 
good deficiencies which have accumulated before and dur- 
ing the war and to equip the church to go forward... . 


The Church’s Discipline in Marriage 


“But the church can only fulfill its mission to mankind 
if every member of it is a faithful, disciplined, and in- 
structed servant of Christ. Again and again, in our 
resolutions and reports, we recall our people to the obliga- 
tions to which they are committed by their faith. Christ 
needs their service and witness in their everyday lives— 
in their homes, in work and industry, in all the activities 
of the community. One whole report is devoted to Chris- 
tian teaching about marriage and to the witness which 
Christian people must give to it. While we should not 
forget that faithful and happy marriages still far outnum- 
ber those that fail, yet the prevalence of divorce and the 
easy acceptance of it gravely threaten the stability of in- 
dividual, home, and family life and cause great suffering 
to innocent children thus deprived of the security of home. 
We believe that there is, especially among younger people, 
the beginning of a revolt against the degrading of marriage 
and a desire for homes made stable by the vows of obliga- 
tion and the bond of children. The church owes it to 
those engaged to be married to help them to prepare for 
it. When there has been divorce and remarriage, the 
church must keep those concerned within its pastoral 
care and love, recognizing with sympathy and understand- 
ing the suffering and distress which have been inflicted 
upon many of them and desiring for the sinful penitence. 
The Church will not marry anyone who has been previously 
married save where no marriage bond as recognized by 
the church still exists. It bids its members to uphold 
faithfully the life-long obligation of the marriage vow and 
ta give no occasion for sin. But it cannot exclude from 
the love of Christ, nor does it exclude from its own fellow- 
ship, those who have come through bitter experience and 
look for help. About this matter there is a special urgency. 
But in every sphere of human life there is an insistent call 
to every Christian at this time to bear clear witness to the 
character of Christ and the principles of conduct which 
He enjoins.” 


Some High Points in the Lambeth Resolutions 


Certain portions of the text add interest to the summary 
of the resolutions given in the preceding article. For 
example: 

In the discussion of the Christian Doctrine of Man the 
Resolution says: “The Conference welcomes the great 
advance in scientific discovery characteristic of our age, 
and repudiates the suggestion that any check should be 
placed upon it. But we insist that the consequent growth 
of man’s knowledge increases his moral responsibility for 
the use he makes of it.” 

Regarding Human Rights, the statement is included 
that it is necessary that (a) “every person shall have the 
right to freedom of religion, conscience, and belief, includ- 
ing the right, either alone or in community with other per- 
sons of like mind, to hold and manifest any religious or 
other belief, to change his belief and to practice any form 
of religious worship and observance, and he shall not be 
required to do any act that is contrary to such worship 
and observance”; and that (b) “every person of full age 
and sound mind shall be free, either alone or in community 
with other persons of like mind, to give and receive any 
form of religious teaching, and in the case of a minor the 
parent or guardian shall be free to determine what re- 
ligious teaching he shall receive.” 

With respect to International Relations: “The Confer- 
ence believes that the nations of the world must have an 
organ of cooperation to which each nation must be ready 
to yield some of its sovereignty, and trusts that the United 
Nations may be used, strengthened, and improved to that 
end.” 

“The Conference affirms that the doctrine that power is 
its own justification is a most corrupting influence in 
political thought and practice today.” 

“Further, it denies that the individual exists for the 
state, but asserts that one of the principal ends of the 
state is the development of personality, the highest good 
of the individual.” 

The Conference declared that “Marxian communism is 
contrary to Christian faith and practice, for it denies the 
existence of God, revelation, and a future life; it treats 
the individual man as a means and not an end; it en- 
courages class warfare; it regards the moral law not as 
absolute but as relative to the needs of the state.” 

And “the Conference believes that communism is pre- 
senting a challenge to Christian people to study and un- 
derstand its theory and practice, so that they may be well 
instructed as to which elements in it are in conflict with 
the Christian view of man and must therefore be resisted, 
and which elements are a true judgment on the existing 
social and economic order.” 


Official Lambeth Documents 


Lambeth Report. Official text of committee reports, resolutions, 
encyclical letter. London, Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge; New York, Morehouse-Gorham Company. Amer- 
ican edition ready about October 1. Price $1.75; postpaid $1.80. 


Living Church. Encyclical letter and resolutions. Issues for 
August 29 and September 5, vol. cxvii, Nos. 9 and 10. Official 
summary, issue for September 12, vol. cxvii, No. 11. Copies 
11 cents (10 cents in quantities of 100 or more.) 


Encyclical Letter. Pamphlet. Available from the National Coun- 
cil of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 281 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Lambeth and You. Popular illustrated book. Brief articles by 
Canterbury and others included. New York, Morehouse-Gor- 
ham Company. About November 1. 
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